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Preschool Toilet Trained Policy
(3yr - Kindergarten Programs)

Children enrolled in the 3s, 4s, or Kindergarten programs at London Bridge Preschool must be toilet trained before attending preschool. Children must be wearing underwear. A child having accidents daily would not be considered toilet trained. Please note that wearing pull-ups is NOT considered toilet trained. 

Why do children have to be toilet trained before they begin preschool?
· There are strict standards for changing and disposing of wet or soiled diapers and our upstairs classrooms and restrooms are not equipped for this purpose.
· Changing a child’s soiled clothing takes away from instructional time for all students and it removes one teacher from direct supervision of and interaction with the rest of the class.
· Virginia Beach health codes only allow teachers in these programs to help students change their soiled clothes with verbal assistance.

A toilet trained child is a child who can do the following:
· Inform the teacher that he/she need to go to the restroom before they need to go.
· Alert him/herself to stop what he/she is doing, to go and use the restroom.
· Pull down his/her pants and get them back up without assistance. 
· Wipe him/herself after using the toilet.
· Get on/off the toilet by him/herself.
· Wash and dry his/her hands.
· Postpone going if they must wait for someone who is in the restroom or if we are away from the classroom.

Restroom breaks are scheduled periodically throughout each school day, and teachers will ask students many times throughout the day if they need to use the restroom. A teacher will assist children as needed, but children should be able to complete their restroom break independently. Children should dress in clothing they can easily manage by themselves.

Understandably, even toilet trained children will occasionally have accidents. “Accidents” are unusual incidents and should happen infrequently. In these instances, the teachers will help children to change their clothes if it is only a #1 accident, encouraging independence as much as possible. If a child has a #2 accident, a parent will be called to pick up the child for the rest of the day. It is unsanitary to allow a child to return to class after they have soiled themselves. Always keep a change of clothes (weather appropriate) in your child’s backpack in case of an accident.

If accidents becoming reoccurring incidents at school, a conference will be necessary with parents, to come up with a plan to encourage the child to use the potty.  If there is no improvement, a child will need to withdraw from the program until he/she is fully toilet trained. 
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